
COUNTY OF YORK
MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 12, 2001 (BOS Mtg. 9/4/01)

TO: York County Board of Supervisors 

FROM: James O. McReynolds, County Administrator

SUBJECT: Amendment to County Code § 10-16—Land Disturbing Activity

At the July 17 Board Meeting, the County Attorney recommended that the Board add a new subsection
(e) to the County Code § 10-16 to implement a new state law requiring land disturbers, as a prerequi-
site to obtaining a Land Disturbing Activity Permit, to provide the name of an individual who had ob-
tained a Certificate of Competency from the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board.  The Board
voiced concerned that the new requirements were not accompanied with adequate training or a testing
program.   Staff was instructed to inquire on what the State had done in order to implement this pro-
gram.  In addition, the Board also wanted to know the approximate number of contractors or other
parties certified under this program.

The State through its Department of Conservation and Recreation’s Soil and Water Conservation Pro-
gram currently has a training manual and testing programs in place.  Both the training manual and prac-
tice tests, along with other useful information, are accessible over the Internet and are downloadable.  In
addition, the County Building Official’s office has published notice of the new law and has information
available to potential land disturbers on how and where to obtain the training materials and where and
who to contact to take the tests.  The current number of Certificates of Competence that have been is-
sued number over 5,500 statewide.  The training material, although lengthy, appears to be straightfor-
ward.  For further information, links to the Department of Conservation and Recreation’s web pages on
this subject have been provided for you at the end of this memorandum.

In accordance with state law, the County is now requiring Certificates of Competence prior to issuance
of land disturbing activity permits as the state now has the training manual and testing procedures in
place.  Additionally, the County assists land disturbers who may not be aware of the program in obtain-
ing their certificates.

I believe this information answers your questions and concerns; if not, please don’t hesitate to call me.

Hudgins/3755

Attachment:
FAQ’s regarding the Responsible Land Disturber Program

Certificate of Competence Program
http://www.dcr.state.va.us/sw/es_rld.htm
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Responsible Land Disturber Certification Testing
http://www.cns.state.va.us/dcrcertification/






